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CHAPTER  I 


PURPOSE  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION  AND  METHODS  USED 

Teachers  who  have  taught  in  schools  where  the 
pupils  are  almost  entirely  of  Ukrainian  origin  know  that 
these  pupils  have  great  difficulty  in  mastering  the 
English  language.  This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  facts  that  the 
pupils  know  no  other  language  than  Ukrainian  at  the  time  that 
they  start  to  go  to  school  and  that  they  speak  Ukrainian  at 
almost  all  times  when  they  are  beyond  the  hearing  of  the  teacher. 
The  Grammar  of  the  two  languages  is  quite  different  and  there 
are  comparatively  few  words  common  to  both  vocabularies.  It 
can  safely  be  said  that  the  pupils  wish  to  learn  to  speak  and 
write  the  English  language  correctly.  The  parents  believe  that 
it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  children  if  they  are  able 
to  handle  the  English  language  correctly  when  they  are  grown 
up  and  have  to  compete  for  a  living  with  those  who  have  spoken 
the  English  language  from  birth. 

The  teachers  in  such  schools  have  done  much  excellent 
work  in  training  the  pupils  in  the  use  of  correct  language. 
Indeed,  it  is  surprising  that  pupils  under  such  conditions 
as  those  described  above  are  able  to  do  as  well  as  they  do. 

Their  progress  in  learning  the  language  is  rapid  and  consistent. 
Yet,  it  is  a  wide  spread  opinion  that  the  progress  might  be  yet 
more  rapid.  It  is  found  that  where  a  definite  attack  on  the 
language  problem  is  made,  the  pupils  make  more  rapid  progress. 

The  purpose  of  this  investigation  was  to  find  out  exactly  the 
types  of  error  that  the  pupils  make  so  that  the  teachers  might 
have  more  definite  direction  as  to  the  points  they  are  to  attack. 
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It  would  have  been  extremely  difficult  to  secure  a 
satisfactory  list  of  errors  made  in  oral  language.  It  was 
thought  best  to  get  a  large  number  of  pupils  to  write  short 
letters  about  subjects  in  which  they  were  interested.  It  was 
thought  that  this  method  would  bring  out  many  of  the 
difficulties  that  the  pupils  had  in  their  written  language 
and  suggest  some  of  the  difficulties  that  they  had  in  their 
oral  language. 

Accordingly,  in  the  schools  within  the  Lamont 
Inspectorate  where  a  large  number  of  pupils  are  of  Ukrainian 
origin  the  investigator  assigned  a  task  to  the  pupils  in  the 
following  manner:  n  Today  I  want  you  to  do  a  little  piece  of 
work  for  me.  Each  of  you  has  a  sheet  of  paper.  On  this  I 
wish  you  to  write  a  short  letter,  about  half  a  page  in  length, 
telling  me  about  something  which  you  think  I  would  like  to 
know  about  or  in  which  you  think  I  would  be  interested.  You 
may  tell  about  the  last  party  you  were  at,  an  accident  that 
happened  to  you  or  that  you  know  about,  or  something  that 
happened  on  the  school  ground  or  on  the  way  to  school.  You 
may  tell  about  how  you  learned  to  swim,  how  you  learned  to 
skate,  how  you  learned  to  ride  a  bicycle,  how  you  learned  to 
harness  the  horses,  or  how  you  learned  to  bake  a  cake.  You 
may  write  to  me  or  to  one  of  your  boy  or  girl  friends.  When 
you  have  finished  the  letter,  sign  it  in  the  usual  way  and 
give  it  to  me.  ,f 

When  the  letters  of  the  class  had  been  completed,  they 
were  checked  and  the  particular  language  difficulties  found  in 


the  letters  were  discussed  with  the  pupils.  In  this  way, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  point  out  to  the  teachers  the  necessity 
of  attacking  the  difficulties  found  in  that  particular  school 
rather  than  attempting  to  attack  the  whole  language  problem. 
Too  often,  teachers  are  found  having  the  pupils  correct 
errors  which  they  have  not  seen  until  written  on  the  black¬ 
board  by  the  teachers.  This  study  is  intended  to  be  used  only 
to  supplement  the  teacher *s  own  work  in  discovering  the 
language  difficulties  of  the  pupils  in  her  own  school.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  felt  that  where  a  certain  difficulty  is  found 
to  occur  in  a  number  of  schools,  it  is  likely  that  the 
difficulty  is  of  more  or  less  general  occurrence  among 
children  of  Ukrainian  origin. 

Letters  were  secured  from  1238  pupils  distributed 
as  follows:  Grade  V  -  374;  Grade  VI  -  302;  Grade  VII  -  220; 
Grade  VIII  -  247;  Grade  IX  -  95.  Letters  were  secured  from 
Grade  IV  pupils  also  but  it  was  found  that  these  pupils  had 
made  scarcely  sufficient  progress  in  the  mastery  of  the 
language  to  make  a  study  of  their  difficulties  particularly 
useful.  The  letters  from  pupils  in  Grades  X  and  XI  were  too 
few  in  number  to  make  their  study  sufficiently  wide  in  scope. 

In  this  investigation,  errors  not  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  pupils  were  of  Ukrainian  origin  were  neglected  unless  it 
was  felt  that  the  origin  of  the  pupils  tended  to  make  greater 
the  difficulty  in  handling  certain  constructions.  It  was 
noticed  that  many  errors  common  in  other  schools  were  not 
found  among  the  pupils  of  Ukrainian  origin  at  all.  It  was 
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thought  that  this  was  because  the  pupils  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  of  learning  the  careless  forms  of  speech  too 
common  in  communities  of  purely  Anglo-Saxon  origin. 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  £  study  has  been  made 
of  the  language  errors  made  by  pupils  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin 
in  letters  written  in  the  same  way  after  the  same  instructions 
as  those  given  to  pupils  of  Ukrainian  origin.  This  is  to 
determine  what  errors  found  amongst  the  latter  are  also  found 
among  pupils  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin  and  also  how  frequently 
they  are  found  there.  In  the  control  group,  letters  are 
distributed  as  follows:  Grade  V  -  25;  Grade  VI  -  25; 

Grade  VII  -  25;  Grade  VIII  -  25;  Grade  IX  -  25.  These 

letters  were  all  written  by  pupils  attending  rural  schools 
as  more  errors  are  found  in  the  work  of  such  pupils  than  in 
the  work  of  pupils  attending  town  and  village  schools.  In 
the  study  of  the  work  of  the  pupils  of  Ukrainian  origin, 
the  letters  of  all  pupils,  whether  rural  or  village,  have 


been  dealt  with 


CHAPTER  II 


SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS 
TABLE  I 


NUMBER  OF  PUPILS  IN  EACH  GRADE  MAKING 
FROM  0  TO  14  ERRORS 


Number  of 
Errors 

r  '  ' 

Grade 

V 

r 

Grade 

VI 

Grade 

VII 

Grade 

VIII 

Grade 

IX 

Total 

Pupils 

Total 

Errors 

0 

63 

54 

52 

55 

27 

251 

0 

1 

85 

77 

66 

77 

36 

341 

341 

2 

60 

61 

48 

47 

20 

236 

472 

3 

47 

46 

24 

31 

5 

153 

459 

4 

42 

26 

14 

20 

4 

106 

424 

5 

32 

16 

9 

8 

2 

67 

335 

6 

28 

11 

4 

5 

48 

288 

7 

8 

7 

3 

2 

20 

140 

8 

2 

2 

1 

5 

40 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

45 

10 

2 

1 

3 

30 

11 

0 

0 

12 

1 

1 

12 

13 

1 

1 

13 

14 

1 

1 

14 

Totals 

374 

302 

220 

247 

95 

1238 

2613 

Errors  per 
100  pupils 

1 

264.9 

222.2 

172.7 

180.2 

132.6 

211.1 

A  study  of  the  number  of  errors  made  by  the  pupils 
of  each  of  the  grades  shows  that  there  is  a  gradually 
decreasing  number  of  errors  as  the  pupils  progress  through 
the  school,  with  the  exception  of  Grade  VIII  which  shows  a 
larger  number  of  errors  per  pupil  than  does  Grade  VII •  A 
study  of  the  classification  of  errors  by  Grades  and 
classes  of  errors  as  shown  in  Table  II  indicates  that  here 
too  there  is  a  gradually  decreasing  number  of  errors  in 
the  higher  grades  except  in  Grade  VIII.  This  would  seem  to 
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TABLE  II 

NUMBER  OF  ERRORS  OF  EACH  KIND  MADE  IN  EACH  GRADE 


Kind  of  error 

Grade 

V 

Grade 

VI 

Grade 

VII 

Grade 

VIII 

Grade 

IX 

Total 

r~ 

% 

Verbs 

480 

302 

193 

181 

48 

1204 

46,1 

Mis -use  of  words 

78 

75 

46 

76 

16 

291 

11.1 

Adjectives 

106 

75 

44 

45 

16 

288 

10.9 

Prepositions 

110 

74 

34 

49 

14 

281 

10.8 

Adverbs 

94 

64 

32 

31 

12 

233 

8.9 

Clumsy  Expressions 

28 

27 

11 

25 

8 

99 

3.8 

Objects 

34 

12 

5 

6 

5 

62 

2.4 

Conjunctions 

19 

12 

3 

15 

2 

51 

2. 

Word  Arrangement 

17 

15 

2 

8 

1 

43 

1.6 

Agreement  and  Number 

18 

11 

3 

4 

1 

37 

1.4 

Pronouns 

4 

2 

4 

3 

1 

14 

.5 

Negatives 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

12 

.5 

Totals 

991 

671 

380 

445 

126 

2613 

show  that  there  is  no  particular  group  of  errors  which  is  more 
common  for  one  grade  than  for  another  but  that  the  chief  factor 
in  decreasing  the  errors  for  the  individual  pupil  is  the  length 
of  time  he  has  been  attending  school.  The  fact  that  Grade  VIII 
pupils  have,  in  many  instances,  a  larger  number  of  errors  than 
Grade  VII  pupils  can  perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that, 
as  pupils  get  towards  the  end  of  their  Public  School  career  and 
get  nearer  to  the  age  limit  of  compulsory  attendance,  there  is 
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TABLE  III 

NUMBER  OF  ERRORS  OF  EACH  KIND  PER  100  PUPILS 

IN  EACH  GRADE 


Kind  of  error 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

For  all 
Grades 

Verbs 

128.4 

100. 

87.7 

73.3 

50.5 

92.4 

Mis-use  of  words 

20.9 

24.8 

20.9 

30.8 

16.8 

23.5 

Adjectives 

28.3 

24.8 

20. 

18.2 

16.8 

23.1 

Prepositions 

29.4 

24.5 

15.5 

19.8 

14.7 

22.7 

Adverbs 

25.1 

21.2 

14.6 

12.6 

12.6 

18.8 

Clumsy  Expressions 

7.5 

8.8 

5. 

10.1 

8.4 

8 

Objects 

9.9 

3.7 

2.3 

2.4 

5.3 

5 

Conjunctions 

5.1 

3.9 

1.4 

6.1 

2.1 

4.1 

Word  Arrangement 

4.5 

4.9 

.9 

3.2 

1. 

3.5 

Agreement  and  Number 

4.8 

3.6 

1.4 

1.6 

1. 

3. 

Pronouns 

1.1 

.6 

1.9 

1.2 

1. 

1.1 

Negatives 

.8 

.7 

1.4 

.8 

2.1 

1. 

a  tendency  to  promote  pupils  to  Grade  VIII  before  they  are 
entirely  ready  to  do  the  work  of  the  grade  so  that  they  may 
get  as  much  advanced  work  as  possible  before  leaving  school. 

Accordingly,  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  make 
a  detailed  study  of  the  errors  made  in  each  grade,  as  the 
desired  results  can  be  secured  by  studying  the  total  errors 
of  each  kind  made  by  the  pupils  of  all  the  grades  taken 
together.  However,  we  should  remember  that  these  errors 
have  been  made  in  written  work  the  subject  of  which  was  left 
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to  the  pupil’s  choice  within  a  fairly  wide  limit.  It  seems, 
therefore,  that  we  shall  be  fairly  safe  in  assuming  that 
the  errors  listed  in  this  report  are  those  which  are  most 
common  in  the  ordinary  written  speech  of  the  pupils  and 
that  these  are  the  expressions  with  which  the  pupils 
ordinarily  have  most  difficulty. 


CHAPTER  III 


THE  CONTROL  GROUP 
TABLE  IV 

NUMBER  OF  ERRORS  OF  EACH  KIND  MADE  IN  EACH  GRADE 
IN  THE  CONTROL  GROUP 


Kind  of  Error 

Grade 

V 

Grade 

VI 

Grade 

VII 

Grade 

VIII 

Grade 

IX 

Total 

Verbs 

4 

5 

2 

2 

1 

14 

Mis-use  of  Words 

0 

Adjectives 

0 

Prepositions 

0 

Adverbs 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Clumsy  Expressions 

1 

1 

Objects 

0 

Conjunctions 

1 

1 

Word  arrangement 

0 

Agreement  and  Number 

1 

1 

Pronouns 

0 

Negatives 

0 

Totals 

6 

7 

5 

s 

2 

21 

Errors  per  100 
pupils 

24 

28 

12 

12 

8 

16.8 

Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  errors  of  each  kind  made 


by  pupils  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin.  In  listing  these  account 
was  taken  of  all  errors  which  were  similar  to  those  which  were 
made  by  pupils  of  Ukrainian  origin.  It  is  noted  that  some 
types  of  error  are  found  in  both  groups.  Yet  the  fact  that 
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number  of  errors  among  the  pupils  of  Ukrainian  origin  is  so 
much  larger  must  indicate  that  the  origin  of  the  pupils  and 
the  language  commonly  spoken  outside  of  school  has  a  decided 
influence  on  the  number  of  errors  made  by  the  pupils  in 
their  written  work. 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  the  errors  of  the 
Control  Group  will  be  listed: 

The  Present  Tense  was  used  for  the  Past  Tense  of  the 
following  verbs;  ask,  begin,  call,  come,  damage,  help,  lie, 
look,  run  (2),  walk. 

The  Past  Progressive  Tense  was  used  for  the  Past  Tense 
in  one  instance. 

"ing"  was  omitted  in  one  instance. 

The  Past  Tense  was  used  for  the  Past  perfect  Tense  in 
one  instance. 

"After”  was  used  in  three  instances  where  "afterwards” 
would  have  been  the  better  word. 

"Myself"  was  used  once  where  "alone"  would  have  been 
the  better  word. 

As  a  Clumsy  Expression  was  listed:  The  way  we  went  and 
came  home  we  had  a  cart. 

"For  being  short"  was  used  for  "because  I  was  short". 

The  sentence,  "The  harness  were  not  broken."  shows 
difficulty  with  Number  and  Agreement. 

The  following  are  samples  of  sentences  containing 
errors  from  the  Control  Group: 

I  lie  down  in  the  water  and  started  to  flap  my  hands. 

I  run  over  and  tried  to  stop  them. 
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My  name  was  call  over  the  radio. 

It  look  much  like  a  large  cat. 

One  of  my  brothers  came  to  see  what  happened  to  us. 

My  brother  and  I  was  wanting  to  go  away. 

After  our  parents  came  and  watched  us. 

After  a  dainty  lunch  was  served. 

After  this  I  could  ride  myself  with  a  little  assistance. 


CHAPTER  IV 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  VERBS 
TABLE  V 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  ERRORS  MADE  IN  THE  USE  OF  VERBS 


Kind  of  difficulty- 

Total 

% 

Past  Tense 

690 

57.3 

Verb  Forms 

198 

16.4 

Indirect  narration  and 

Similar  Constructions 

177 

14.7 

Present  Tense 

43 

3.6 

In  ”if”  Clauses 

30 

2.5 

Past  Perfect  Tense 

28 

2.3 

Future  Tense 

19 

1.6 

Present  Perfect  Tense 

15 

1.3 

Omission  of  Verb 

4 

.3 

Total 

1204 

Under  the  heading  of  ”Diff iculties  with  Verbs1’  have 
been  listed  all  those  instances  in  which  the  pupils  have  used 
the  incorrect  tense  form,  an  incorrect  form  of  the  verb,  an 
incorrect  mood  form,  or  have  omitted  the  verb.  46.1  %  of 
all  errors  listed  were  found  to  come  under  this  heading. 

This  shows  that  the  most  difficult  thing  in  language  for  these 
pupils  is  the  choosing  of  the  correct  form  of  the  verb  to  use 
in  particular  instances. 

The  errors  under  this  heading  have  been  classified  in 
TABLE  V  to  show  where  the  errors  actually  occur.  57.3  % 
of  the  errors  were  found  to  be  in  choosing  the  correct  tense 
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form  to  indicate  that  the  action  had  happened  at  some 
definite  time  in  the  past. 

Difficulties  with  Past  Tense 
TABLE  VI 

TENSE  FORMS  USED  INSTEAD  OF  ORDINARY  PAST  TENSE 


Tense  incorrectly  used 

Total 

% 

Present 

373 

54.8 

Past  Progressive 

251 

36.4 

Past  Perfect 

40 

5.8 

Present  Perfect 

16 

2.3 

Past  Emphatic 

5 

.7 

Total 

690 

There  are  several  reasons  why  the  pupils  use  the 
Present  Tense  instead  of  the  Past  Tense.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  reasons: 

(1)  The  Present  Tense  form  is  the  first  one  learned. 
The  pupils  use  it  as  it  is  the  first  one  to  come  to  mind  when 
a  particular  verb  is  thought  of.  Young  English-speaking 
children  frequently  use  the  present  tense  when  they  should 
use  some  other  tense  form. 

(2)  Careless  pronunciation  leads  the  pupils  to 

think  that  the  "ed"  sound  is  not  present.  This  is  particularly 
true  where  the  word  comes  before  a  ”tn  or  Md”  sound  as  in  the 
sentences;  They  used  to  go  to  town.  We  started  to  play  ball. 

(3)  General  carelessness  and  ,Tslipsn  in  writing. 

With  regard  to  the  verb  forms  where  auxiliary  verbs  are 
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used,  it  is  suggestive  to  note  that  in  the  Ukrainian  language, 
as  in  the  Latin,  the  verbs  are  conjugated  and  there  are 
very  few  auxiliary  verbs.  The  Ukrainian  equivalent  of  " shall” 
is  the  only  one  commonly  known  by  the  pupils.  The  distinctions 
in  meaning  between  the  various  tense  forms  present  a  difficulty 
which  is  made  greater  by  the  fact  that  the  pupils  are 
unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  auxiliary  verbs  of  any  kind. 

Present  tense  used  for  Past  tense.- 


TABLE  VII 

KINDS  OF  VERBS  WITH  WHICH  PRESENT  TENSE 
IS  USED  FOR  PAST  TENSE 


■  "  - . . .  .  . . . . 

Method  of  formation  of  Past  Tense 

Total 

By  adding  ,!edtT 

217 

By  other  changes 

161 

TABLE  VII  would  seem  to  show  that  many  pupils  think 
it  unnecessary  to  make  any  change  in  the  form  of  the  verb  in 
order  to  show  a  difference  in  the  time  of  the  action  from 


present  to  past  time. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  verbs  for  which,  in  more 
than  one  instance,  the  present  tense  was  used  when  the  past 
tense  should  have  been  used: 


Verbs  forming  their  past  tenses  by  adding  "edTt; 


bake (8) 
clean  (2) 
climb  (4) 
finish  (14) 
fix  (2) 
frighten  (6) 
happen  (6) 
harness  (2) 


kick  (2) 
learn  (14) 
look  (6) 
need  (2) 
play  (4) 
pour  (8) 
push  (5) 
reach  (2) 


stop  (11) 
surprise  (2) 
taste  (2) 
try  (5) 
turn  (3) 
use  (4) 
want  (7) 
wash  (2) 


. 
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help  (4) 
jump  (5) 

Verbs  forming 

am  (3) 
begin  (3) 
bite  (3) 
break  (2) 
can  (5) 
catch  £3) 
come  (8) 
don»t  (4) 
fall  (17) 
find  (5) 

Following  are 

errors  listed  above: 

I  shall  tell  you  about  my  bread  which  I  bake  yesterday. 
We  finish  digging  potatoes  last  week. 

Then  I  learn  how  to  skate. 

I  took  half  a  cup  of  butter  and  pour  it  to  the  rest. 
When  I  start  to  drive  a  car  my  friend  went  with  me. 

It  stop  for  a  moment  or  so. 

When  I  get  out  it  was  very  cold. 

It  was  the  first  time  that  I  want  to  harness  the  horses. 
My  father  come  after  him  and  took  him  on  his  car. 

The  first  time  I  was  skating  I  fall  down. 

That  is  the  way  my  finger  is  cut  off. 

Past  progressive  tense  used  for  Past  tense.-  This 

difficulty  is  probably  due  in  part  to  a  common  tendency  among 

pupils  of  Ukrainian  origin,  that  of  using  auxiliary  verbs 

whether  they  are  needed  or  not.  They  have  also  a  difficulty 

in  distinguishing  between  the  meaning  of  the  ordinary  Past 

tense  and  that  of  the  Past  progressive  tense.  The  pupils 

seem  to  think  that  these  tenses  are  interchangeable  to  a 

greater  degree  than  is  the  case.  In  some  of  the  individual 

sentences  quoted,  it  would  seem  that  the  Past  progressive 

tense  would  be  quite  correct.  When  these  sentences  are  seen 

in  the  context  in  which  they  appeared,  it  is  seen  that  they 


smash  (2)  watch  (2) 

start  (30) 

their  past  tenses  by  other  changes; 


get  (7) 
give  (3) 
have  (4) 
hold  (2) 
is  (10) 
know  (2) 
meet  (4) 
ride  (3) 
run  (6) 
sell  (2) 

samples  of  sentences 


sink  (2) 
sit  (3) 
spend  (2) 
stand  (4) 
strike  (2) 
sweep  (2) 
take  (6) 
tell  (2) 
throw  (2} 
won»t  (5) 

showing  some  of  the 


■ 

. 


W  V 


. 

--- 


' 
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are  not  correct. 


Following  is  a  list  of  verbs  for  which  the  pupils, 
in  more  than  one  instance,  used  the  Past  progressive  form 
when  the  ordinary  Past  tense  would  have  done  just  as  well 
or  have  been  better: 


bake  (3) 
bleed  (3) 
come  (2) 
cry  (2) 
dig  (2) 
do  (3) 
drive  (3) 
eat  (4) 
enjoy  (2) 
fall  (7) 
feed  (2; 
get  (5) 
go  (22) 


hold  (17) 
keep  (3) 
laugh  £2} 
learn  (9; 
lie  (2) 
listen  (2) 
look  (10} 
make  (6) 
pass  (2) 
play  (21) 
push  (4) 
put  (2) 


ride  (18) 
run  (17) 
sing  (2) 
skate  (12) 
start  (2) 
stay  (2) 
take  (2) 
tell  (5) 
think  (2) 
try  (8) 
wait  (2) 
watch  (9) 


Following  are  samples  of  sentences  showing  some  of  the 


errors  listed  above: 

Yesterday  as  we  were  riding  the  horse  was  falling 
down  again. 

I  took  it  and  my  brother  was  holding  it. 

When  I  was  about  twelve  years  old  I  was  learning 
to  skate. 

I  was  looking  if  the  cakes  were  getting  brown. 

Before  the  party  we  were  playing  outside. 

I  bought  a  bicycle  and  every  day  I  was  riding  to 
school. 

The  horse  jumped  up  and  was  running  home. 

I  was  skating  all  day. 

I  will  tell  you  how  I  was  trying  to  bake  a  cake. 

I  stopped  and  was  watching  him. 


Past  perfect  tense  used  for  Past  tense.-  The  difficulty 
here  is  due  to  the  liking  for  auxiliary  verbs  and  to  the  lack 
of  ability  to  distinguish  the  exact  meaning  of  the  Past  perfect 
tense  as  compared  with  that  of  the  ordinary  Past  tense.  As 
in  the  preceding  class,  difficulties  occurred  with  common  verbs 
such  as;  had  happened,  had  learned,  had  seen. 


. 
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Following  are  samples  of  sentences  showing  some  of  the 
errors  in  this  group: 

When  I  had  known  this  I  tried  to  ride. 

When  we  were  riding  we  had  met  a  skunk. 

I  will  tell  you  about  the  beautiful  bird  I  had  seen. 

As  we  were  playing  baseball  a  great  accident  had 
happened. 

I  want  to  tell  you  about  the  first  time  I  had  gone 
to  the  skating  rink. 

When  I  had  gone  into  the  hole  I  broke  two  front  wheels. 

On  the  22nd  of  November  many  things  had  happened  here. 

I  was  out  coasting  and  had  broken  my  foot. 

When  I  was  at  a  wedding  I  had  enjoyed  it. 

Next  day  to  my  surprise  I  had  found  three  little  eggs. 

Present  perfect  tense  used  for  Past  tense. -  The 
difficulties  here  have  probably  the  same  causes  as  the 
difficulties  in  the  preceding  group.  Difficulties  were  found 
with  common  verbs  such  as;  have  been,  have  received,  have 
seen.  The  following  are  samples  of  sentences  showing  errors 
in  this  group: 

When  Daddy  had  brought  it  home  I  was  very  happy. 

I  have  received  your  letter  on  Friday. 

It  was  a  nice  game  so  we  have  finished  it. 

I  have  not  seen  the  accident. 

When  we  were  bathing  an  accident  has  happened. 

Last  Saturday  I  have  been  to  a  birthday  party. 

Past  emphatic  tense  used  for  the  Past  tense. -  The 
difficulty  here  is  that  the  pupils  do  not  know  the  exact 
significance  of  the  auxiliary  "did".  The  following  are 
some  samples  of  the  errors  in  this  group: 

I  was  nearly  asleep  when  I  did  come  home. 

I  did  invite  twelve  people  to  my  party. 

I  did  have  lots  of  fun  there. 


CHAPTER  V 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  VERBS  (CONTINUED) 

Incorrect  verb  forms 

The  difficulties  here  are  due  to  lack  of  familiarity 
with  the  various  verb  forms.  The  pupils  have  not  heard  the 
words  enough  times,  they  have  not  seen  them  enough  times, 
they  have  not  spoken  them  enough  times  and  they  have  not 
written  them  enough  times.  In  many  instances,  the  words  used 
by  the  pupils  suggest  words  heard  from  a  child  when  he  is  first 
learning  to  do  much  talking.  The  correct  forms  should  be  so 
emphasized  that  the  pupils  will  use  the  correct  forms  without 
having  to  think  about  it. 

TABLE  VIII 

ERRORS  MADE  IN  VERB  FORMS 


Kind  of  error  Total 

Incorrectly  constructed  verb  forms  58 
Past  for  present  24 
Present  for  past  22 
"ing"  omitted  20 
"ing"  form  for  past  18 
"to"  form  for  "ing"  form  18 
"to"  omitted  12 
"Ine"  unnecessarv  8 


Miscellaneous  with  auxiliaries  5 
Wrong  auxiliary  5 
Auxiliaries  omitted  5 
Auxiliaries  unnecessary  5 
Past  participle  for  past  2 

Total  198 


From  the  classification  in  TABLE  VIII  have  been 
omitted  a  number  of  errors  which  might  have  been  included 
for  the  information  of  teachers  but  have  been  omitted  because 
they  are  occasionally  made  by  pupils  whose  only  language  is 
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English. 


Incorrectly  constructed  verb  forms.-  Following  is 
a  list  of  verb  forms  which  have  been  incorrectly  constructed: 


a  ted 

to  baken 
are  beated 
was  bended 
to  bound  (bind) 
bounded  (bound 
breaked 
broked  (6) 
choosed 

have  been  come 
had  diggen 


flew  (flowed) 
flow  (flew) 
hitted 
holded 
hurted  (11) 
were  knocken 
putted  (5) 
were  roding 
sanked 
setted  (2) 
sleeped 
slided 


have  been  start 
strock 
strucked  (2) 
swang 

swing  (swam) 
teached  (2) 
tight  (2) 
tooked 
upsetted  (2) 
to  wound  (wind) 
shaked 


The  following  are  samples  of  sentences  showing 
errors  in  this  group: 


The  rope  broked  and  we  fell. 

It  hurted  me  very  badly. 

I  putted  it  in  the  oven. 

I  setted  the  trap  on  a  hole. 

He  strucked  the  east  car. 

I  am  going  to  tell  you  how  I  teached  my  dog  to 
pull  a  cart. 

He  tight  his  collar. 

I  upsetted  the  wheelbarrow. 


Past  form  used  instead  of  present  form.-  This 
difficulty  occurred  chiefly  with  auxiliary  verbs.  The  pupils 
were  uncertain  of  the  form  to  use  after  the  following;  did  (5), 
did  not  (16),  was  going  to,  had  to,  to  go  and.  The  following 
are  some  samples  of  such  errors: 

I  didn*t  knew  how  to  start  it. 

I  didn't  wanted  to  ride  any  more. 

We  did  spent  it  pleasantly. 

We  did  not  finished  our  races  when  it  began  to  rain. 

Present  for  Past.  TtedTt  or  "en”  omitted. -  This 
difficulty  occurred  after  the  following  auxiliary  verbs:  are, 
would  be,  got  (4),  had  (6),  have  (3),  is,  was  (4),  were  (2). 


. 

. 
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The  following  are  samples  of  sentences  containing  some  of  these 

errors : 


I  almost  got  drown. 

A  car  had  knock  him  over. 

I  will  tell  you  how  I  have  visit  the  party. 

I  was  scare  of  falling  down. 

The  boat  upset  and  the  men  were  drown. 

Tting "  omitted.-  This  difficulty  occurred  after  the 

following  auxiliaries  or  verbs:  am  (2),  are,  began,  is,  keep, 

started,  stop,  thought  of,  was  not  used  to,  was  (6),  were  (4). 

The  following  sentences  illustrate  the  nature  of  the 

difficulty: 


I  am  go  to  school  every  day  this  month. 
When  I  was  swim  I  nearly  drowned. 

When  I  was  go  to  school  I  saw  a  big  coyote. 
We  were  have  a  good  time. 

They  had  a  dance  and  were  dance. 


"ing"  form  for  past  tense.-  Lack  of  familiarity  with 


correct  tense  forms  is  the  cause  of  this  difficulty  which 


occurred  with  the  following  words: 

asking  having 

coming  holding  (2) 

falling  passing 

going  (3)  pushing 

running 


skating 
telling  (3) 
trying 
walking 


Sample  sentences: 

I  soon  going  but  fell  down. 

My  friends  holding  me  so  that  I  wouldn*t  fall. 

We  played  games  and  telling  riddles. 

"to"  form  for  "ing"  form.-  This  difficulty  is  due  to 

the  fact  that  in  Ukrainian  the  "to"  form  is  used  instead  of  the 


"ing"  form.  This  difficulty  occurred  after  the  following: 
finish  (9),  had  fun,  lesson,  stopped,  thought  (3). 


Sample  sentences: 


. 


0*1 
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We  finished  to  dig  potatoes  last  week. 

We  had  good  fun  to  play  hide-and-go-seek. 

After  he  had  finished  to  eat  I  took  him  to  the  cart. 

We  thought  to  go  to  Beaver  Lake. 

"to"  omitted.-  This  error  appeared  after  the  following 
going,  happened,  have,  started,  tried  not,  wanted,  went, 

writing  (5) . 

Sample  sentences: 

On  Sunday  I  was  going  pick  berries. 

I  am  writing  you  a  few  lines  let  you  know  I  am  well. 

I  started  run  from  the  hill. 

"ing"  unneeded.-  The  "ing"  was  found  added  to  verbs 

with  "to"  (5),  and  with  a  verb  used  as  an  imperative.  The 

following  sentences  illustrate  these  difficulties: 

I  went  out  to  playing  ball. 

I  am  going  to  writing  you  a  few  lines. 

Next  time,  you  writing  me  a  nice  story. 

Miscellaneous  errors  with  auxiliaries. -  The  following 

errors  were  listed:  began  to  swollen,  have  wake,  hope  you  to 

be,  must  to  unharness,  should  go. 

Sample  sentences: 

Then  people  from  the  threshing  comes  and  I  must  to 
unharness  the  horses. 

Then  we  should  go  home  because  it  was  getting  dark. 
Wrong  auxiliary.-  The  following  were  found:  "have 
done"  for  "had  done",  "is  happened"  for  "has  happened",  and 
"was  died"  for  "had  died"  (3).  The  following  sentences 

illustrate: 

When  I  went  to  feed  the  bird,  it  was  died. 

Something  very  strange  is  happened. 

Auxiliaries  omitted.-  "am"  was  omitted  before 


"getting"  and  "telling",  "must"  was  omitted  before  "go". 


"close"  was  used  for  "shall  close"  in  two  instances.  The 
following  sentences  illustrate: 

I  must  close  my  letter  for  I  go  for  dinner. 

I  think  I  close  my  letter. 

Auxiliaries  unneeded.-  Auxiliaries  were  used 
unnecessarily  in  the  following  expressions:  "is  sang"  for 
"sang", "was  happened"  for  "happened",  "was  tried"  for 
"tried",  "were  come"  for  "came",  "were  race"  for  "raced". 

The  following  sentences  illustrate: 

It  was  happened  on  the  school  yard. 

I  was  tried  hard. 

The  rain  was  come. 

Past  participle  for  past.°  This  error  was  a  common 
one  with  "done"  and  "seen"  but  has  not  been  listed  except  for 
two  which  are  not  found  among  children  whose  only  language 
is  English:  broken,  frozen. 

The  following  sentences  illustrate: 

He  lay  there  and  frozen  his  hands. 

The  ice  broken  and  he  got  very  wet. 


. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

DIFFICULTIES  WITH  VERBS  (CONTINUED) 

Indirect  narration  and  similar  constructions 

The  difficulties  here  are  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
pupils  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  certain  tense 
forms  following  certain  other  tense  forms.  Most  of  the 
difficulties  are  with  verbs  that  should  be  in  one  or  other 
of  the  Past  tenses.  The  teacher  and  pupils  should  carefully 
discuss  the  exact  meanings  of  various  examples  of  sentences 
in  indirect  narration.  The  pupils  should  frequently  be 
asked  to  make  reports  of  conversations  that  have  taken  place. 

Errors  were  made  in  choosing  the  correct  tense  forms 
to  follow:  asked  (18),  find,  found  (5),  was  glad,  hope  (10), 
knew  (3),  know  (4),  listened,  went  to  look,  promised, 
remembered,  replied,  said  (43),  saw  (5) ,  see  (2),  tell  (11), 
told  (39),  think,  was  thinking  (2),  thought  (13),  wish  (2), 
am  writing  (2),  will  write  (3).  In  eight  cases  the  order 
of  the  sentence  was  inverted.  The  following  sentences 
illustrate  errors  of  this  kind: 

I  asked  my  father  if  I  may  go.  (The  going  was  to  have 
been  done  at  some  time  in  the  past.) 

He  asked  who  would  want  to  get  the  apple  out  of  the 
water . 

I  found  that  I  forgot  to  put  in  some  butter. 

I  hope  you  could  come  and  see  it. 

The  man  knew  that  he  has  to  get  on  the  right  side. 

I  didn't  know  that  you  are  coming.  (  The  "coming" 
had  been  done  some  time  before.) 

My  father  said  that  he  will  get  me  one. 

He  said  that  I  would  go  and  harness  the  horse. 

He  said  that  I  may  go. 

The  teacher  said  we  will  have  a  picnic. 

One  man  said  that  he  wants  to  drive  the  car. 

She  said  they  are  very  nice. 

I  saw  that  the  collar  is  wider  at  the  bottom. 
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I  ran  to  see  what  happened.  (  The  incident  was  over.) 
I  would  like  to  tell  you  how  I  learn  to  bake  a  cake. 

I  am  going  to  tell  you  how  I  learn  to  ride  a  bicycle. 
I  told  my  sister  I  want  to  bake  a  cake. 

He  told  me  he  will  give  me  fifty  cents. 

He  told  us  so  we  would  write  a  letter. 

Mother  told  me  let  I  go  after  the  cows. 

I  was  thinking  whether  1*11  pass  or  fail. 

I  thought  I  am  going  to  be  late. 

I  thought  he  will  bite  me. 

I  wish  we  had  a  party  again. 

I  am  writing  how  I  learn  to  ride  a  bicycle. 

I  will  write  you  what  had  happened  to  us  when  we  were 
going  from  school. 

I  would  like  to  know  how  are  you  getting  along. 

Difficulties  with  Present  Tense 
The  pupils  have  not  clear  ideas  of  the  significance 
of  the  various  tense  forms.  The  liking  for  the  use  of 
auxiliary  verbs  is  again  in  evidence.  Ability  to  handle  the 
tense  forms  correctly  can  come  only  from  hearing  the  correct 
forms  used  many  times  and  from  having  many  opportunities  to 
use  the  correct  forms  under  supervision. 

TABLE  IX 

TENSE  FORMS  USED  INSTEAD  OF  PRESENT  TENSE 


Tense  form  incorrectly  used 

Total 

Simple  Past 

22 

Present  Progressive 

21 

Total 

43 

Past  tense  used  for  Present.-  This  error  was  found 

in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  following  verbs: 

eat  like 

happen  see 

have  (2)  strike 

kill  won*t 


can  (7) 
close 
come 
don»t 


. 
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The  following  sentences  illustrate  these  errors: 

Now  I  could  put  the  harness  on  without  a  chair. 

Now  I  could  not  ride  to  school  with  it  because  it 
got  broken. 

When  they  are  working  on  the  farm  they  ate  some  hay. 

I  think  that  is  all  I  had  to  write. 

I  always  make  baking  powder  biscuits  for  I  liked  them. 
How  lonesome  I  am  here  for  they  wouldn’t  let  me  walk. 

Present  Progressive  Tense  used  for  Present  Tense.- 

This  error  was  found  in  connection  with  the  use  of  the 


following  verbs: 

bake 
come  (2) 
enjoy 
go  (5) 


play  (3) 

ride 

skate 

take 

tell 


thank 
want 
wish 
work  (2) 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  these  errors: 

When  Sundays  are  coming  I  play  every  kind  of  game. 

On  Sundays  we  are  going  to  pick  blueberries. 

We  are  playing  basketball  in  the  basement. 

We  are  skating  every  winter. 

Teacher  is  telling  us  to  speak  English. 

Difficulties  in  "if"  clauses 

Practice  is  needed  in  the  use  of  the  correct  tense 

forms  in  clauses  beginning  with  "if".  What  tense  form  to  use 


in  a  clause  following  a  particular  tense  form  can  be  learned 
only  by  much  practice  under  careful  supervision.  Difj.icuj.ty 
was  found  in  using  the  following:  fell,  liked,  rode,  tried, 
wanted  (41) ,  was  (2),  were,  wished,  could  cut,  had  been,  had 
not  been,  had  had  (2),  hadn’t  jumped,  hadn’t  ridden,  had  seen, 
had  stopped,  hadn’t  stopped,  should  break,  should  come, 
should  walk,  was  coming,  was  getting,  was  harnessed,  would 
go,  would  let.  The  following  sentences  show  examples  of  this 

kind  of  error: 


. 


. 


( 
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Bring  your  sister  with  you  if  you  will  come  to  our 
place. 

The  doctor  says  if  I  will  walk  it  will  be  worse. 

I  went  to  see  if  I  can  cut  the  branch. 

She  could  have  got  killed  if  the  men  wouldn’t  have 
stopped. 

He  asked  me  if  I  did  see  any  horses  running  away. 

I  looked  if  the  harness  is  on  right. 

Mother  said  I  could  go  for  a  walk  if  I  like. 

He  asked  me  if  I  would  want  to  learn  to  skate. 

I  looked  if  the  cake  is  getting  brown. 

They  asked  if  he  will  let  them  play. 

Difficulties  with  Past  Perfect  Tense 

The  pupils  apparently  do  not  know  when  to  use  an 

auxiliary  verb  and,  when  they  do  think  there  should  be  an 

auxiliary  verb,  they  do  not  know  which  one  to  choose. 

TABLE  X 


TENSE  FORMS  USED  INSTEAD  OF  PAST  PERFECT 


Tense  form  incorrectly  used 

Total 

■  ■  ■„  i  ■■■■■■ . . 

Past  Tense 

18 

Present  Perfect 

7 

Past  Progressive 

3 

Total 

28 

Past  Tense  used  for  Past  Perfect. - 

The  difficulty 

here  is  that  the  pupils  do  not  know  the  use  of  the  auxiliary 
verb  ’’had”.  The  ordinary  Past  Tense  was  used  when  the 
auxiliary  ’’had”  should  have  been  used  followed  by  the 
following  verbs: 


brought  fallen  put 

burnt  finished  seen 

disappeared  had  (3)  stayed 

done  helped  touched 

eaten  learned  washed 

left 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  these  errors: 


~2?~ 


When  I  came  in  the  cake  burnt  a  little  bit. 

I  went  out  to  see  it  but  my  pet  dog  ate  it. 

His  face  was  cut  up  and  six  teeth  fell  out. 

Present  Perfect  Tense  used  instead  of  Past  Perfect.- 
The  auxiliary  "have"  was  used  instead  of  the  auxiliary  "had" 
before  the  following  verbs:  had,  learned,  played  (2),  run, 
watched,  written.  The  following  sentences  illustrate  these 
errors : 

When  I  have  learned  to  ride  on  it  I  rode  all  Sundays. 

When  we  have  played  about  seven  or  eight  games  some 
girls  brought  the  lunch. 

After  I  have  watched  him  for  a  while  I  went  on. 

Past  Progressive  Tense  used  instead  of  Past  Perfect.- 
The  auxiliary  verb  "was"  was  used  instead  of  the  auxiliary 
verb  "had"  before  the  following  verbs:  baked,  heated,  ridden. 
The  following  sentences  illustrate  these  errors: 

When  it  was  baking  about  fifteen  minutes  I  took  it 
out. 

After  I  was  heating  this  together  I  put  some  milk 
into  it. 


CHAPTER  VII 

DIFFICULTIES  WITH  VERBS  (CONTINUED) 

Future  Tenses 

The  difficulties  here  are  caused  by  lack  of 
knowledge  as  to  the  correct  auxiliaries  to  use  in  certain 
expressions.  The  auxiliary  "will"  was  used  when  the  following 
verbs  should  have  been  used  without  auxiliary:  closes, 
comes  (2),  cook,  happens,  hurts,  make,  pulls,  go.  "Had"  was 
used  for  "may  have".  "To  give"  was  used  for  "will  give". 
"Will"  was  used  when  the  following  expressions  would  have 
been  correct:  have  finished,  should  have  finished,  would  bake, 
would  be  (2)  .  "Would"  was  used  when  the  following  expressions 
would  have  been  correct:  will  not  be  living,  will  not  hurt. 

The  following  sentences  illustrate  errors  of  these  kinds: 

I  will  write  you  when  something  will  happen. 

When  spring  will  come  I  will  ride  on  it  again. 

I  was  pedalling  so  that  it  will  be  easier  for  the 
person  to  hold  me. 

I  feed  her  so  she  would  be  fat. 

I  put  (  Past  Tense  )  it  in  the  oven  so  it  will  bake. 

I  hope  you  to  give  me  others  of  your  new  books. 

I  have  to  have  a  wide  leather  for  the  front  so  it 
would  not  hurt  him  when  he  will  pull. 

Difficulties  with  Present  Perfect  Tense 

TABLE  XI 

TENSE  FORMS  USED  INSTEAD  OF  PRESENT  PERFECT 


Tense  form  incorrectly  used 

Total 

Past  Tense 

10 

Past  Perfect  Tense 

3 

Present  Progressive  Tense 

2 

Total 

15 

-28 
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The  difficulty  here  is  the  same  as  in  many  other 
groups,  not  knowing  the  significance  of  the  various 
auxiliary  verbs. 

Past  Tense  used  instead  of  Present  Perfect.- 
Instead  of  using  the  auxiliary  verb  "have"  with  the  proper 
verb  form,  the  following  expressions  were  used:  had,  got, 
didn!t  hear,  learned,  didn»t  receive,  saw,  didn*t  see,  did 
not  try,  wrote,  did  not  write.  The  following  sentences 
show  examples  of  these  errors: 

The  weather  has  been  fine  but  we  had  no  snow  for  a 
long  time. 

In  these  days  I  didnft  hear  an  interesting  story. 

Since  there  was  a  fire  through  there  I  didn*t  see 
any  of  them. 

This  is  the  first  letter  that  I  wrote  you  regarding 
the  accident. 

Past  Perfect  Tense  used  instead  of  Present  Perfect.- 
The  auxiliary  "have"  should  have  been  used  instead  of  "had" 
in  the  following  expressions:  had  been,  had  experienced, 
had  happened.  These  errors  are  illustrated  in  the  following 
sentences : 

I  had  been  at  many  nice  parties. 

I  will  tell  you  the  news  and  the  accidents  that  had 
happened. 

Present  Progressive  Tense  used  instead  of  Present 
Perfect.-  In  two  instances  the  expression  "am  writing"  was 
used  where  "have  written"  would  have  been  better,  as  in  the 
following  sentence: 

This  is  the  first  letter  that  I  am  writing  to  you. 

The  above  sentence  is  a  correct  translation  of  the 
Ukrainian  sentence  with  the  same  meaning. 


. 


. 


. 
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Verb  omitted 

Some  form  of  the  verb  was  omitted  after  each  of  the 
following  expressions:  hope  (2),  on  account  of,  was 
interested.  These  errors  are  illustrated  in  the  following 
sentences : 

We  all  hope  it  better  in  days  to  come. 

There  were  some  people  gone  to  the  hospital  on 
account  of  very  badly  wounded. 

I  was  very  interested  how  to  swim. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


MIS-USE  OF  WORDS 

The  difficulties  here  are  due  to  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  exact  meanings  of  the  words  used.  The  necessity  for 
careful  vocabulary  work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  is 
apparent.  In  many  instances,  it  seems  that  the  pupils  are 
thinking  in  Ukrainian  and  translating  into  English  using 
words  which  seem  to  be  equivalent.  That  this  is  difficult 
may  be  seen  from  a  few  examples.  In  English  we  say, 

"Please  pass  the  bread."  The  Ukrainian  has  no  word  to 
correspond  to  the  word  "please".  They  use  a  word  that  means 
"entreat",  "beg",  "implore",  "ask",  "coax",  "beseech".  Some 
Ukrainian  pupils  think  that  the  English  "please"  is  equivalent 


and  use  it  accordingly.  In  colloquial  Ukrainian,  both 
"mail"  and  "Post  Office"  (the  building)  are  referred  to  as 


"Post  Office".  Many  pupils  of  Ukrainian  origin  do  not  know 
Ukrainian  well.  When  they  translate  their  poor  Ukrainian  into 
English,  the  translation  carries  traces  of  the  poor  Ukrainian. 


In  the  following  tabulation  of  errors,  the  first  word 


or  expression  was  used  when  the  second  word  or  expression  would 


have  been  correct  or,  at  least 

danger  -  accident 
accidental  place  -  place 
of  the  accident 
on  the  count  of  -  on 
account  of 
spilt  -  added 
please  -  ask 
said  -  asked 
told  -  asked  (2) 
trial  -  attempt 
good  -  bad 
hard  -  badly 


better : 

cook  -  bake  (2) 
became  -  began 
take  -  bring  (5) 
took  -  brought 
boiling  -  burning 
became  -  came 
negleetles£  -  careless 
pleased  -  coaxed 
enclosing  -  closing  (5) 
wear  -  clothes 
one  after  school  -  one  day 
after  school. 
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won  -  defeated 
made  -  did 

hardly  -  with  difficulty  ( 
ride  -  drive  (3) 
riding  -  driving  (4) 
earnest  -  earnestness 
en joyful  -  enjoyable 
joying  -  enjoying 
exciting  -  excited 
unfire  -  on  fire 
made  -  gave  (5) 
played  -  gave 
go  -  get  (2) 
hear  -  get  (2) 
sit  -  get 

to  sit  -  to  get  (4) 

was  made  -  was  given  (2) 

making  -  giving 

handsome  -  glad 

near  -  go  near 

let  hold  -  let  go 

ride  -  go  (4) 

riding  -  going  (32) 

roding  -  going 

well  -  good 

sat  -  got  (63^ 

went  -  got  (2) 

were  -  got 

made  -  had  (5) 

met  -  had 

haven ft  got  -  haven »t  had 
make  -  have  (2) 
making  -  having  (5) 
got  -  have 
bounced  -  hit 
keeping  -  holding  (4) 
ruined  -  injured 
danger  -  injury 
took  -  made  up 

MEven,!  and  tTafford,T  are  wr 


Post  Office  -  mail 
taste  -  make  it  taste 
Host  -  missed 
neighborhood  -  neighbor 
crank  -  pedal 
ice  -  piece  of  ice 
take  -  put  (2) 
spill  -  put  in 
spilt  -  put  in 
took  on  -  put  on  (5) 
unlight  -  put  out 
reached  -  received 
drive  -  ride  (16) 
driving  -  riding  (2) 
drove  -  rode  (2) 
sit  -  ride 
tells  -  says 
told  -  said  (9) 
talk  -say 
demanded  -  said 
met  -  saw  (3) 
received  -  sent 
upset  -  set  up 
reeled  -  swung 
drop  -  tell 
here  -  there 
said  -  told  (5) 
asked  -  told 
said  to  me  -  told  me 
danger  -  trouble 
tip-toe  -  upside  down 
could  -  was 
rode  -  went  (11) 
luck  -  wishes 
would  -  wish 
results  -  wishes 
guess  -  wonder 
tell  -  write  (2) 


used  in  these  sentences 


where  they  are  not  needed:  I  even  thank  you.  The  money  could 
afford  to  pay. 

Following  is  a  list  of  words  or  expressions  mis-used 


or  mis -under stood: 

accidental 

afford 

after  school 
asked 


became  (2) 
boiling 
bounced 
careless 


coming 
come  (3) 
cook  (2) 
could 


■ 
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count 
crank 
danger  (3) 
demanded 
drive  (16) 
driving  (2) 
drop 

drove  (2) 
earnest 
enclosing  (5) 
en  j  oying 
enjoyable 
even 

exciting 

good 

got 

handsome 

hard 

hardly  (2) 
haven *t  had 
hear  (2) 
here 
ice 

keeping 
let  go 


lost 

luck 

made  (11) 
was  made  (2) 
make  (2) 
making  (4) 
met  (4) 
near 

neighborhood 
on  fire 
played 
please 
pleased 
Post  Office 
put  on  (5) 
reached 
received 
reeled 
results 
ride  (7) 
riding  (37) 
rode  (11) 
ruined 
said  (7) 
sat  (63) 


sit  (2) 
to  sit 
put  out 
spill 
spilt  (2) 
take  (5) 
talk 
taste 
tell  (2) 
tells 
tip-toe 
told  (11) 
took  (2) 
trial  (2) 
upset 
wear 
well 
went  (2) 
were 
won 
would 


The  following  sentences  show  samples  of  these  errors 


I  told  him  if  I  could  have  a  ride  on  it. 

My  firsttrial  of  baking  a  cake  was  when  my  parents 
were  away. 

They  put  it  in  the  oven  to  cook. 

I  am  enclosing  this  letter  with  best  wishes. 

We  hardly  put  the  fire  out. 

I  will  tell  you  how  I  learned  to  ride  a  car. 

The  man  was  riding  the  car  too  fast. 

The  teacher  made  this  party. 

They  were  in  the  mud  and  could  not  go  out. 

I  hope  to  hear  a  reply,  (by  letter) 

He  told  us  to  sit  on  the  car  and  we  would  go  to  town 
The  party  was  made  by  the  C.  G.  I.  T.  girls. 

I  knew  how  to  ride  on  skates. 

One  day  I  saw  a  car  riding  in  front  of  us. 

When  we  were  riding  from  his  place  the  car  slipped 
off  the  road. 

I  saw  a  car  riding  from  one  side  to  the  other. 

I  sat  on  the  bicycle  again. 

I  took  the  horse  and  sat  on  his  back. 

I  sat  on  the  bicycle  and  tried  to  ride. 

I  sat  on  again. 

I  took  the  bicycle  on  a  hill  and  sat  on  it. 

Then  I  sat  on  the  bicycle. 

When  I  sat  on  the  bike  I  didn»t  ride  far. 

The  boys  went  out  of  the  car. 
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We  then  made  a  dance. 

She  could  make  a  party. 

We  were  making  a  party. 

I  got  on  it  and  my  sister  was  keeping  it  as  I  was 
riding. 

I  took  on  my  skates. 

I  didn»t  know  how  to  drive  a  bicycle. 

Then  I  began  to  drive  the  bicycle. 

I  drove  about  a  mile,  (on  a  bicycle) 

They  told  that  they  were  good. 

As  I  was  coming  to  school  I  met  a  squirrel  jumping 
from  tree  to  tree. 

We  said  him  we  would. 

The  car  rode  back. 

He  took  his  car  and  rode  to  town. 

I  hope  you  had  been  there  with  us. 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  a  few  lines  about  the  cake 
I  baked. 


CHAPTER  IX 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  ADJECTIVES 
The  precise  meanings  of  certain  adjectives  are  not 
known.  In  some  instances  this  is  a  matter  of  vocabulary.  The 
teachers  can  take  little  for  granted  with  regard  to  the 
ability  of  the  pupils  to  understand  and  use  common  words. 


The  Ukrainian  language  has  no  article  such  as  "a"  and  "the". 
Accordingly  they  have  difficulty  in  knowing  when  to  use  an 


article  and  which  one  to  use  when  one  is  necessary.  In 

ft 

Ukrainian,  a  word  corresponding  to  "one"  is  often  used 
where,  in  English,  the  word  "a"  is  used. 


The  following  list  shows  adjectives  which  were 


wrongly  used,  words  which  were  wrongly  used  as  adjectives. 


and  adjectives  that  were  omitted: 


a  (104) 
another  (2) 
beside 
certain 
died 

difficulty 

else 

enjoying 
good  (2) 


her 

his  (4) 

interesting  (2) 

mine  (4) 

more 

much 

my  (15) 

one 

other 


our  (5) 
some 
such  (2) 
the  (112) 
this  (3) 
today 
usually 
which 
worst 


The  following  lists  show  the  nature  of  the  errors. 


Where  two  words  are  given,  it  indicates  that  the  first  word 


was  used  when  the  second  one  should  have  been  used. 


Articles 
one  -  a  (15) 
the  -  a  (36) 
a  -  an  (7) 
a  -  the  (15) 

(  used  unnecessarily  ) 

a  (16) 
the  (30) 

(omitted) 
a  (59) 


the  (39) 

(used  possessives) 
her  -  the 
his  -  the  (2) 
my  -  the  (14) 
our  -  the  (4) 
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Possessives 

the  -  her 
his  -  her 
a  -  his 
the  -  his 
the  -  my  (5) 
a  -  my 

mine  -  my  (4) 

(used  unnecessarily  ) 
our 

(omitted) 

his 

my 

Miscellaneous 
other  -  another 
died  -  dead 
difficulty  -  difficult 
enjoying  -  enjoyable 


interesting  -  interested  (2) 

much  -  many  (4) 

beside  -  near 

some  -  one 

else  -  other 

a  -  some  (5) 

certain  -  some 

another  -  the  other  (2) 

this  -  these  (3) 

today  -  this 

good  -  well  (2) 

which  -  whichever 

worst  -  worse 

usually  -  usual 

(used  unnecessarily) 

more  (2) 

(omitted) 
such  (2) 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  some  of  the  errors 


listed: 


I  will  tell  you  how  one  boy  dislocated  his  shoulder. 

One  man  came  and  fixed  the  rope. 

We  were  at  the  party  last  Sunday. 

The  hounds  chased  it  up  the  tree. 

This  year  I  was  at  the  wedding. 

If  we  have  any  time  we  take  the  library  book  and  read  it. 
A  bride  was  all  dressed  in  white. 

I  got  on  a  ice  again. 

If  you  want  good  horses  you  have  to  take  a  good  care  of 
them. 

I  was  riding  on  a  horse  back. 

The  Silver  Lake  are  going  to  play  the  Ross  Creek. 

The  Santa  Claus  came  into  the  room. 

I  went  to  another  place  to  pick  the  berries. 

I  am , going  to  write  you  few  lines. 

We  had  lot  of  fun  playing  in  the  hot  sand. 

I  had  to  stay  home  from  school  few  days. 

After  having  sung  few  songs  we  had  our  lunch. 

We  were  having  party. 

It  is  very  fat  pig. 

On  Saturday  I  went  to  Post  Office. 

First  thing  I  do  is  to  learn  my  Spellings. 

My  mother  was  out  of  doors  with  children. 

It  broke  all  his  bones  in  the  feet. 

My  first  time  I  went  to  skate  I  did  not  know  how  to 
put  my  skates  on. 

This  is  my  first  letter  that  I  have  written  to  you. 

I  am  going  to  tell  you  about  our  last  party  we  had. 

One  of  them  had  a  face  cut  very  badly. 

With  the  help  of  the  brother  I  started  off. 
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When  mine  turn  came  to  bat  I  made  a  strike. 

We  had  some  stories  which  were  very  interested. 

We  had  much  games. 

She  said  she  would  give  me  a  medicine. 

We  invited  the  class  from  another  room.  (2-room  school) 
I  am  well  this  days. 

My  hand  was  so  good  that  it  didnft  hurt  me. 

It  was  much  more  easier  to  take  the  harness  off. 

The  sleighs  gave  a  swing  that  they  hit  a  telephone 
post. 


CHAPTER  X 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  PREPOSITIONS 

The  difficulties  with  prepositions  are  caused  by  the 
following : 

a)  Lack  of  knowledge  of  the  exact  meanings  of  the 
words  or  sentences  with  which  the  prepositions  are  used. 

(2)  Some  of  the  pupils  think  in  Ukrainian  and  use 
the  preposition  which  would  be  a  literal  translation  of  the 
correct  Ukrainian  preposition. 

(3)  Insufficient  knowledge  of  the  Ukrainian  language 
causes  use  of  the  incorrect  Ukrainian  preposition.  When  this 
is  literally  translated  into  English,  the  result  is  the  use 
of  an  incorrect  English  preposition. 

These  difficulties  can  be  overcome  only  by  hearing 
the  words  used  correctly  many  times,  by  practice  in  the  use 
of  the  words  both  orally  and  in  writing,  and  by  careful 
study  of  sentences  in  which  the  words  are  correctly  used. 
Besides  the  difficulty  in  deciding  what  preposition  to  use 
there  is  a  serious  difficulty  in  knowing  whether  or  not  to 
use  a  preposition  at  all.  In  many  instances  prepositions 
are  omitted  where  they  should  be  used,  and  in  many  other 
instances  they  are  used  where  they  should  be  omitted. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  prepositions  with  which  the 
pupils  had  difficulty: 


about  (10) 
after  (31) 


on  (43) 


out  of 
over 


towards  (3) 
with  (5) 


through 
to  (32) 


during 
except  for 


of  (10) 
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Following  is  a  list  of  prepositions  which  were 
incorrectly  used  and  of  ¥irords  which  were  used  as  prepositions 
in  error: 


about 

against  (2) 
among 
around 
as  (4) 
at  (45) 
but 

by  (10) 


close 
for  (58) 
from  (9) 
in  (21) 
inside  of 
in  the  front 
into  (3) 
like 


of  (10) 
off 

on  (53) 
over 

till  (2) 
of  to  (22) 
while 
with  (4) 


The  following  lists  show  where  the  pupils  had 


difficulty  with  each  of  the  prepositions  listed  above.  The 
mark  (U)  indicates  that  the  preposition  used  is  the  correct 


Ukrainian  one.  The  mark  (IU)  indicates  that  the  preposition 
used  is  an  incorrect  Ukrainian  one. 


about 

crying  for  how 
care  of  falling 
(omitted) 

a  few  words  what  we  took 
know  my  accident 
after  ,Ttell,f  (4) 
a  meeting  who  was  to 

after  or  in 

(  a  period  of  time  after 
which  something  happened) 
for  a  day  (25) 
about  for  four  weeks  (4) 
while  watching 

at 

"(after  certain  words) 
growling  by  me 
glad  in  receiving 
laughed  from  me  (U)  (2) 
looked  on  it  (U)  (4) 
looked  to  the  cake 
practice  of  baking 
ran  on  the  car  (IU) 
riding  straight  on  the 
wagon  (IU) 

surprised  of  the  cakes 
trial  of  baking 


(place) 

make  it  by  our  school 

by  the  Skaro  hall 

had  it  by  hand 

was  for  a  rink 

in  many  parties  (9) 

on  Delph  (IU) 

on  the  concert  (U)  (5) 

(time) 

about  for  half  past  one  (2) 
go  to  sleep  from  nine 
o* clock  (U) 
on  dinner  time  (U) 
on  Easter  (U) 
on  the  end  of  the  third 
week  (IU) 

(used  unnecessarily) 
approached  at  our  place 
at  once  I  came 
until  at  about  two  hours 
later 
(omitted) 

started  all  over  another  one 
half  past  eight 
dressed  home 


cut  on  the  glass  (U) 
missed  for  me 


* 
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met  with  a  car  (U) 

(used  unnecessarily) 
tightened  by  his  collar 

down 

pushed  from  a  hill  (U) 
sliding  from  a  hill  (U) 

during 

on  the  skating 

except  for 

but  my  arm 

for 

thanked  him  about  the  things 

thank  him  in  all  the  trouble 

farewell  party  of  the  teacher 

rude  of  not  coming 

race  on  peanuts 

set  off  to  home  (U) 

ready  to  school  (U) 

bake  a  cake  to  school  (U) 

(used  unnecessarily) 

are  giving  for  us  (U) (2) 

pay  for  him  (3) 

told  for  the  horse  to  stop 

,  (U)  (3) 

(omitted) 

easier  the  person 
hoping  an  answer 

from 

were  sixty  miles  for  our  town 
was  a  mile  to  school  (2) 
et  results  of  my  studying 
used  unnecessarily) 
from  the  first  time 

in 

"(time) 

at  daytime  £2) 
at  evening  (2) 
at  morning  (5) 
at  summer  holidays  (2) 
at  winter 
on  July 

on  nine  innings 
on  summer  holidays  (U) 

(place) 

at  the  front  of  him 
sleep  into  the  bed 
was  on  the  sky  (U) 
swim  on  the  river  (IU) 


swim  on  deep  water  (IU) 
bathing  on  the  lake  (IU) 
take  him  on  his  car  (IU) 
(4) 

nest  on  a  tree  (U) 
hole  on  the  road  (U) 
going  on  the  front  of 
me  (U)  (5) 

on  his  hand  he  carried 
a  cane  (IU) 
with  our  neighborhood 
hit  him  into  the  foot 
kicked  on  my  face 
blue  on  his  face 
(miscellaneous ) 
caught  by  his  wheel 
all  to  ashes 

spent  the  day  by  learning 
cracked  into  a  bad  way 
(used  unnecessarily) 
caused  her  in  great  pain 
in  hers 

in  the  next  morning 
(omitted) 
afternoon  (5) 

I  am  Grade  V. 

into 

among  the  wood 
bump  at  my  buggy 
inside  of  the  water 
got  on  deeper  water 
went  on  deep  water  (IU) 
(2) 

went  on  a  deep  place  (IU) 
cut  it  on  pieces  (U) 
pour  it  to  the  rest  (2) 
puts  to  the  cake  (2) 
spilt  the  eggs  to  the 
flour  (U) 

like 

as  anyone  else 
as  candies  and  cakes 
things  as  icecream 
as  Mr.  Winkle  on  Skates 
(used  unnecessarily) 
told  me  like  that 

near 

lived  close  us 
of 

afraid  from  him 


- 
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taking  pictures  from  myself  to 

and  from  father  (U)  holding  against  the  wall 
twenty  years  in  age  got  at  the  top  (U) 

careful  on  what  invite  at  my  party 

(omitted)  went  by  the  river 

in  the  city  Calgary  (in  Ukrainian  give  it  for  me 


a  preposition  is  not 
in  this  instance), 
deal  trouble 
dreamed  the  dogs 
lots  funs 
tell  when  I  was 

on 

at  approaching  Mundare 
at  March  21st 
at  our  arrival 
at  Saturday  (22) 
in  Sunday  (U) 
written  in  a  paper 
put  candles  in  the  cake  (2 
with  my  head  to  the  ice  (U 
hit  to  a  post  (U) 
caught  to  the  sleigh 
went  with  a  fine  road 
go  by  foot 
cut  to  wire  (2)  (U) 
hurt  to  the  stone  (U) 

(used  unnecessarily) 
on  these  days 
hurt  on  my  foot  (U) 
watching  on  a  clock 
(omitted) 

Friday  morning 

out  of 

get  off  the  water  (  In 
Ukrainian,  only  one 
preposition  is  used). 

over 

worried  of  the  hard  time 
through 

ran  over  the  fields  and 
forests 


used  happened  for  us  (2) 
gave  oats  for  the  horses 
threw  it  for  the  dogs  (2) 
inviting  me  for  the  party 
sold  him  from  the  man 
funny  for  me 

telephoned  for  the  garage 
go  for  work 

for  skating  (to  skate) (4) 
show  for  the  other  friends 
steered  on  that  side 
swam  out  on  the  shore 
go  on  our  farm 
from  Grade  One  till  Grade 
Nine 

helped  me  till  the  corner 

(used  unnecessarily) 

the  school  I  attend  to 

attended  to  a  game 

hit  to  each  other 

(omitted) 

to  go  church 

went  some  other  farmers 

I  said  my  father. 

explain  you 

side  which 

towards 

walking  against  a  team 
came  directly  in  front  of  us 
went  on  him 

with 

experience  of  a  cake 
the  matter  of  my  cake 
getting  along  on 

basketball 
punished  to  death 
(used  unnecessarily) 
passing  with  another  car 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  some  of  the  errors 
made  in  the  handling  of  prepositions: 


For  a  while  I  could  go  a  few  steps. 

For  a  few  hours  I  could  ride  well. 

For  about  fifteen  minutes  my  cake  was  finished. 
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The  boys  laughed  from  me. 

I  looked  on  my  arm. 

The  car  was  going  straight  on  the  wagon. 

The  teachers  are  going  to  make  a  basketball  ground  by 
our  school. 

We  all  enjoyed  ourselves  in  the  party. 

I  am  learning  the  parts  I  have  to  say  on  the  concert. 
About  by  four  o* clock  my  father  brought  the  horse 
to  the  barn. 

Today  on  dinner  time  a  few  of  us  were  in  there. 

He  got  dressed  home  and  they  took  him  to  the  doctor. 

My  brother  pushed  me  from  the  hill. 

Now  I  always  bake  a  cake  to  school. 

My  father  sent  me  to  give  for  the  cattle  some  hay. 

We  paid  for  the  man  five  dollars. 

The  boys  told  for  me  to  go  for  the  horses. 

We  were  about  six  yards  to  the  railway. 

That  is  what  I  do  at  daytime. 

At  evening  my  brother  went  behind  the  barn. 

I  got  up  at  morning. 

At  summer  holidays  I  was  at  home. 

I  now  can  ride  the  bicycle  I  bought  from  you  on 
summer  holidays. 

I  was  bathing  on  the  lake. 

They  took  the  boy  on  the  car  to  his  dad. 

I  saw  a  car  going  on  the  front  of  me. 

He  got  blue  on  his  face. 

It  was  warm  until  about  four  o1 clock  afternoon. 

He  went  on  deep  water  to  bathe. 

I  took  a  cup  of  butter  and  poured  it  to  the  rest. 

She  was  putting  all  the  things  to  the  cake. 

She  had  many  things  to  eat  as  candies  and  cakes. 

Last  Sunday  I  was  taking  pictures  from  myself  and 
from  father. 

Did  you  hear  an  accident  that  happened  in  the  fall? 

At  Saturday  I  went  to  the  Post  Office. 

At  Sunday  I  went  to  visit  my  cousin. 

I  was  playing  at  Sunday. 

The  cake  had  ten  candles  in  it. 

My  father  cut  his  face  to  the  glass. 

I  hope  it  will  never  happen  again  for  any  of  us. 

I  gave  too  much  oats  for  the  horses. 

My  brother  went  with  me  for  skating. 

My  friend  helped  me  till  the  corner • 

One  day  I  said  my  father,  "I  want  to  harness  the  horses.1’ 


CHAPTER  XI 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  ADVERBS 


The  difficulties  here  are  chiefly  those  of  vocabulary. 
Meanings  of  words  are  not  thoroughly  understood  with  the 
result  that  the  wrong  word  is  frequently  cJiosen,  or  one  word 
is  used  when  another  would  be  clearer  in  meaning.  Lack  of 
knowledge  of  idiomatic  English  causes  adverbs  to  be  omitted 
where  they  should  be  used,  and  to  be  used  where  they  are 
not  needed.  The  following  list  shows  words  which  were 


incorrectly  used  as  adverbs,  incorrect  adverbs  chosen  for  a 


particular  context, 

after  (83) 

ago 

along 

already  (2) 

as 

at 

at  once 
big 


and  adverbs  omitted: 

hy  (2) 

down 

fast 

here 

in  (51) 

later 

myself  (32) 
now  (2) 
off  (2) 


on  (24) 
only  (2) 
out  (3) 
safety  (2) 
so  (5) 
there 
up  (3) 
very  (8) 


The  following  lists  show  the  errors  that  were  made  in 


the  handling  of  adverbs.  In  the  list  showing  poor  choice  of 


words,  the  first  word  was  used  when  the  second  would  have  been 


the  correct  one  or  a  better  one.  In  the  list  of  adverbs 


omitted,  the  omitted  word  has  been  written  in  brackets. 


Choice  of  words 
after  -  afterwards  (83) 
later  -  ago 
only  myself  -  alone 
ago  -  before 

rain  was  coming  big  -  hard 
just  only  -  only 
by  -  near 
out  -  off 

safety  -  safely  (2) 
as  far  that  -  so  far  that 
at  once  -  as  soon  as 


fastly  -  quickly 
now  -  then  (2) 
here  -  there 
already  -  yet 
very  -  so  (8) 

Adverb  omitted 
how  I  am  getting  (along) 
the  last  party  I  was  (at) 
going  (by) 

let  the  spring  (down) 
dropped  (in) 
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pour  (in)  (3) 

put  (in)  (47) 

took  (off) 

put  (on)  (23) 

got  (out)  of  the  buggy 

trembling  (so)  that 

hold  (so)  that 

fell  (so)  that 

bake  (so)  that 

was  (so)  dark  that 


I  was  (there) 

stood  (up)  from  the  ground 
made  (up)  my  mind 
picked  (up) 
pour  (on)~ 

Unneeded  adverbs 
already 

giving  (off)  a  concert 
gave  (out) 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  some  of  the  errors 

listed  above: 

After  we  went  home. 

After  I  saw  it  on  the  road. 

After  we  went  for  dinner. 

After  I  took  the  medicine. 

After  I  mixed  them  together. 

After  I  went  to  the  barn. 

After  I  tried  to  skate. 

After  I  stood  up  and  looked  around. 

After  the  fire  was  lit. 

I  began  to  skate  myself  around  the  rink. 

Now  I  can  ride  myself. 

I  was  afraid  to  sleep  myself  at  home. 

I  was  soon  able  to  ride  myself. 

We  got  home  safety. 

From  now  I  could  bake  any  kind  of  cake. 

I  hurt  my  foot  very  badly  that  I  couldn’t  walk. 

After  this  I  poured  some  milk. 

I  first  tried  to  put  sugar. 

Then  I  put  baking  powder. 

I  forgot  to  put  sugar. 

I  put  a  cup  of  salt. 

She  told  me  to  put  some  sugar. 

Put  a  smaller  collar. 

Then  we  put  some  medicine  to  heal  it  up. 

I  went  to  put  the  harness. 

It  has  to  bake  that  it  will  not  be  raw. 

In  a  moment  I  made  my  mind  to  jump  off  the  wagon. 

We  are  giving  off  a  Christmas  concert  at  our  school. 


:• 


. 

. 

- 


CHAPTER  XII 


CLUMSY  EXPRESSIONS 

In  expressing  themselves  in  a  language  with  which 

they  are  not  sufficiently  familiar,  the  pupils  occasionally 

get  themselves  involved  to  such  an  extent  that  the  meaning  is 

not  clear.  They  have  not  heard  enough  correct  English  spoken, 

they  have  not  had  enough  practice  in  oral  English  under  good 

supervision,  and  they  have  not  had  enough  practice  in  written 

English  under  good  supervision. 

Under  the  heading  of  "Clumsy  Expressions"  have  been 

placed  many  errors  which  are  of  such  wide  variety  that 

accurate  classification  would  not  only  be  difficult  but 

would  be  useless.  At  the  same  time,  there  are  some  expressions 

which  were  found  to  occur  a  number  of  times.  In  the  following 

list,  the  expressions  used  by  the  pupils  are  given  first. 

What  they  meant  to  say,  or  a  better  way  of  saying  the  same 

thing,  is  given  after  the  dash,  or  in  brackets. 

were  trying  to  put  aim  on  (to  aim  at)  the  snow-man 
give  the  man  to  court  -  put  the  man  in  jail  (  The 
pupil  thinks  "court"  and  "jail"  are  the 
same  thing). 

I  enjoyed  the  party  very  much  as  I  have  never  been 
before.  -  been  at  one  before 
crying  for  how  -  crying  because  she  didnft  know  how 
getting  to  be  better  -  getting  better 

It  was  a  little  better  to  skate  for  me.  -  I  could  skate 
a  little  better. 

can  practice  better  to  write  (U)  -  can  practice 
writing  better 

birthday  of  fourteen  years  -  fourteenth  birthday 
the  underneath  ground  -  the  bottom  of  the  lake 
swim  only  myself  (U)  -  swim  by  myself 
I  don*t  care  very  much  for  the  concert  but  so  I  would 
pass  my  examination.  -  but  I  do  care  that  I 
should  pass 

Now  my  letter  is  closing  with  good  thoughts.-  Now  I 
shall  close  my  letter  with  good  wishes. 
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have  to  work  (to  do)  the  other  things  (U)  (  The 
Ukrainian  has  no  word  for  "don.) 

Each  hoy  had  a  stick  and  had  to  hit  the  can  to  each. 

The  boys  had  sticks  and  had  to  hit  the  can 
to  each  other. 

had  great  pleasure  to  make  a  surprise  party  -  greatly 
enjoyed  giving  a  surprise  party 
You  please  excuse  and  I  hope  you  to  give  others  of 
your  new  books  to  read  (  loose  Ukrainian  ) 
which  I  will  be  very  much  pleased.  -  Please 
excuse  me.  I  hope  you  will  let  me  read  some 
of  your  other  new  books.  If  you  do,  I  shall 
be  very  much  pleased. 

gave  the  pig  three  times  a  day  to  eat  (This  is  incorrect 
Ukrainian,  but  is  colloquial  among  pupils  who 
do  not  know  the  language  well.)  -  fed  the  pig 
three  times  a  day 

give  him  eat  three  times  a  day  -  fed  him  three  times 
a  day 

It  is  for  a  long  time  they  will  fight.  -  They  will  fight 
for  a  long  time. 

When  I  first  time  rode  (U)  -  The  first  time  I  rode 
At  first  when  we  came  home  -  The  first  thing  we  did 
when  we  got  home 

Of  a  sudden  I  went  myself  about  nine  yards  away.  ~ 

Of  a  sudden  I  found  myself  about  nine  yards 
away. 

waiting  that  you  will  come  -  waiting  for  you  to  come 
told  me  to  harness  the  horses  for  me  -  told  me  to 
harness  the  horses 

I  have  a  few  girls  that  are  friends  with  me.  -  I  have 
a  few  girl  friends. 

It  was  a  hard  time  for  me  to  clean  -  I  had  a  hard  time 
cleaning 

He  hurt  himself  to  a  pain  so  badly  -  He  hurt  himself 
so  badly 

I  got  a  hurt.  (2)  -  I  got  hurt, 
one  hour  time  -  one  hour 

know  a  little  to  skate  (U)  (  The  infinitive  is  very 
common  in  Ukrainian. )~  know  how  to  skate  a 
little 

know  a  little  to  ride  (U)  -  know  how  to  ride  a  little 
didn't  know  to  pull  (U)  -  didn't  know  how  to  pull 
I  knew  well  to  skate.  (U)  -  I  knew  how  to  skate  well. 

I  knew  a  little  bit  to  skate. (U)  -  I  knew  a  little  bit 
how  to  skate. 

has  only  one  year  (literal  translation  from  the 
Ukrainian  )  -  is  only  one  year  old 
We  have  to  burn  in  our  stoves,  (literal  translation)  - 
We  have  to  keep  our  fires  going, 
cakes  all  the  kinds  -  all  the  kinds  of  cakes 
games  all  kinds  —  all  kinds  of  games 
my  last  time  being  at  a  party  -  the  last  time  I  was 
at  a  party 


' 


. 
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gave  to  skate  little  bit  to  my  friend  (u)  -  let  my 
friend  skate  a  little 

Our  teacher  is  very  good  for  me.  -  I  like  our  teacher. 
In  school  is  very  good.-  I  like  school. 

In  this  school  it  is  very  good  for  me.  -  I  like  this 
school  very  much. 

When  you  come  it»s  very  good  for  us.  -  We  like  to  have 
you  come. 

I  took  my  mind  -  I  made  up  my  mind 
We  put  "them  to  go  (made  them  go)  outside, 
to  make  with  my  hands  and  feet  to  the  water  -  to  make 
my  hands  and  feet  go  in  the  water 
the  mark  was  for  the  memory  to  know  -  was  to  make  me 
remember 

When  someone  comes  let  it  not  be  dirty  (2)  -  When 
someone  comes  it  may  not  be  dirty 
I  was  afraid  of  him  let  he  not  bite  me.  -  I  was  afraid 
that  he  might  bite  me. 

kicked  in  my  back  (loose  Ukrainian)  -  kicked  me  in  the 
back 

The  water  was  very  big.  -  There  was  much  water, 
the  harness  putting  it  on  next  was  -  next,  putting  on 
the  harness  was 

The  party  was  very  nice  to  see  it.  -  It  was  a  very 
nice  party  to  be  at. 
one  day  on  Saturday  (2)  -  one  Saturday 
one  summer  day  on  Sunday  -  One  Sunday  in  summer 
because  there  was  something  holding  me  that  was  excited 
and  nervous  -  because  nervousness  and 
excitement  held  me 

I  always  took  a  peep  into  the  oven  if  it  was  burning.- 
to  see  if  it  was  burning 

I  looked  In  the  oven  if  it  was  baked.  -  to  see  if  it 
was  baked 

I  tasted  it  if  it  is  good.  -  to  see  if  it  was  good 
I  looked  if  I  wouldn * t  -  to  see  if  I  wouldn » t 
drew  a  donkey  who  could  put  -  to  see  who  could  put 
He  looked  around  if  it  was  chasing  him.  -  to  see  if  it 
was  chasing  him 

looked  at  my  brother  how  -  looked  to  see  how  my  brother 

to  see  if  in  case  anything  wrong  -  to  see  if  anything 

was  wrong 

placed  in  the  right  place  (my  arm  )  -  set  my  arm 

No  sooner  my  knee  got  well  I  will  to  learn  -  No  sooner 

had  my  knee  got  well  than  I  wanted  to  learn 
full  of  tears  in  her  eyes  (  loose  Ukrainian  )  -  with 
her  eyes  full  of  tears 

Here  are  four  rooms.  -  There  are  four  rooms  here, 
liked  to  skate  when  is  many  boys  ~  when  there  are  many 
boys 

If  two  partners  got  the  most  won.  -  If  two  partners  got 
the  most,  they  won. 

saw  that  was  nothing  to  buckle  -  saw  that  there  was 
nothing  with  which  to  buckle 
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The  village  was  told  to  us  to  be  called  Morinville. (U) 

-  We  were  told  that  the  village  was  called 
Morinville. 

broke  my  arm  by  means  of  upsetting  the  car  -  when  the 
car  upset 

when  we  want  so  the  ice  would  be  smooth  (U)  -  want  the 
ice  to  be  smooth 

I  had  to  look  at  the  other  boys  how  they  skate.- 
watch  how  the  other  boys  skated 
last  week  Tuesday  -  on  Tuesday  of  last  week 
I  was  very  kindly  greeted  into  the  room.  -  I  was 
warmly  welcomed  into  the  room, 
went  turned  over  -  turned  over 
went  riding  -  rode 
went  home  walking  -  walked  home  (2) 
go  home  walking  -  walk  home 
went  walking  (2)  -  walked 
went  there  walking  -  walked  there 
races  which  hop-skip-and-jump  the  funniest  one  - 
races  of  which  hop-skip-and-jump  was  the 
funniest  one 

one  girl  which  they  said  was  out  she  -  one  girl  who 
they  said  was  out 

Who  caught  the  apple  it  was  his.  (loose  Ukrainian)  - 
Whoever  caught  the  apple  took  it. 

If  who  will  bite  that  his  apple,  (loose  Ukrainian)  - 
Whoever  bit  the  apple  won  it. 

If  someone  climb  first  he  got  a  prize.  -  Whoever 
climbed  first  won  the  prize, 
few  of  us  which  I  knew  them  all  well  -  few  of  us,  all 
of  whom  I  knew  well 

It  looks  pretty  but  if  it  will  taste  as  good.  -  It 
looks  pretty  but  I  wonder  if  it  will  taste 
as  good. 

In  addition  to  the  sentences  given  in  the  above  list 

a  few  other  examples  may  be  helpful: 

I  will  clean  everything  in  the  house  nicely  because 
if  someone  comes  let  it  not  be  dirty . 

One  day  on  Saturday  (loose  Ukrainian)  I  had  no  work 
to  do. 

Afterwards  my  brothers  went  home  walking. 

This  morning  we  did  not  ride  to  school  but  went  walking. 


CHAPTER  XIII 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  OBJECTS 
The  pupils  frequently  omitted  objects.  In  almost 
every  instance,  the  word  omitted  was  a  pronoun  which  would 
have  referred  to  some  other  word  already  used  or  to  some 


object  which  the  pupil  had  clearly  in  mind.  In  Ukrainian, 
the  objects  should  not  be  omitted,  but  in  colloquial 
Ukrainian  they  are  often  omitted  by  the  pupils.  Objects 


were  omitted  after  the  following  words: 


bake  (3) 

gave  (5) 

beat 

give 

bought 

had 

broke  (2) 

harness  (2) 

brought 

make 

catch 

was  making  (2) 

caught 

need 

cut  (2) 

on 

drop 

picked 

excuse 

pulled  (2) 

feed 

pushed 

find  (2) 

put  (9) 

saw  (2) 
set 

setting 
take  (2) 
took  (3; 
tasted 
tell  (2) 
is  telling 
thanked 
tied 
want 


In  the  following  ,TitfT  should  be  omitted  :  that  I  am 


writing  it  to  you 

The  following  sentences  illustrate  the  errors  listed 


above : 


After  I  had  put  in  sugar  and  eggs  she  told  me  to  bake 
twenty  minutes. 

He  copied  the  names  of  those  who  broke. 

Some  of  the  men  caught  by  the  feet. 

I  cut  into  pieces. 

They  couldn»t  find. 

He  took  the  skates  and  gave  to  me. 

I  said  I  could  harness. 

I  watched  my  mother  how  she  was  making. 

We  paid  him  five  dollars  because  he  pulled  out. 

I  put  into  a  pan. 

When  I  saw  we  all  ran  to  the  car. 

After  they  finished  setting  they  played  baseball. 
Teacher  tells  to  speak  English. 

Take  from  the  pan. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  CONJUNCTIONS 
With  conjunctions,  as  with  other  parts  of  speech, 
the  pupils  are  not  sure  of  the  exact  meanings  of  the  words. 
In  some  instances  they  do  not  know  whether  to  use  a 
conjunction  or  not.  Some  individual  conjunctions  are  used 


very  frequently  whether  they  are  the  correct  ones  to  use  or 
not.  The  following  is  a  list  of  conjunctions  wrongly  used  or 
omitted,  and  words  wrongly  used  as  conjunctions: 


about  of 
as  (8) 
because 
for  that  (2) 


for  (4) 
how 

so  (14) 
in  order  (2) 
than  (3) 


until 
when  (4) 
which  (2) 
who  (3) 


The  following  lists  show  how  these  errors  occurred. 
Where  two  words  are  given,  the  first  was  the  word  used 
when  the  second  would  have  been  correct  or  would  have  been 


better. 


so  -  and 

called  him  so  he  killed  it 
She  rode  a  little  further 

so  she  also  jumped, 
(used  unnecessarily) 

When  he  came  to  him  and  he 
gave 


as 

"(used  unnecessarily) 
as  to  their  astonishment 
it  upset 
(omitted) 

be  so  good  to  tell 
just  we  came 

for  that  -  because 

we  may  go  for  that . 

paid  him  for  that  he 
pulled  out 


until  -  before 
fell  fifteen  times  until 
I  got  there 

because  -  but 
bite  because  they  are 
not  here 
for  -  but 

long  time  for  when  I 
saw  them 

so  -  but 

I  tried  so  I  could  not 
how 

(omitted) 

know  I  am  getting 
for  -  so 

enjoyed  it  very  much 
for  I  wish 

hold  me  up  for  I  would 
not  fall  (2) 
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in  order  -  so 
pedalling  in  order 
watching  it  in  order  it 
would  not 
that  -  so 
ran  from  it  that 
walking  slowly  that 
(used  unnecessarily) 
needed  so  that 
When  I  came  close  so  it 
began 

When  he  saw  it  so  he 
turned 

As  we  expect  to  pass  so 
we  are  trying 
As  I  have  no  place  so  I 
think 

As  I  was  doing  that  so 
it  healed  up 
I  was  afraid  so  I 
wouldnit 


than 

(omitted) 
no  sooner 

no  sooner  I  had  started 
No  sooner  my  knee  got 
well  I 


that  -  when 

dancing  that  I  broke 

(omitted) 

at  first  I  started 
in  the  morning  I  awoke 
After  I  came  home  the  horse 
After  I  was  harnessing  the 
horses 

so  -  where 

holes  so  I  would  set  traps 
which  -  where 
tracks  which  he  went 

which 
(omitted) 
hole  was  about 
received  the  money  will 
afford 

so  -  while 

waiting  so  it  cooked 
who 

{omitted) 

I  father  and  mother  were  sitting 
on  the  right  side 
were 


about  of  -  that 
thing  about  of 

so  -  that 
told  me  so  I 
wanted  so  I  would 

as  -  when 
as  these  men  came 
as  we  came  there  (2) 


who  -  whoever 

who  was  first  got 

who  caught  the  apple  took 

that  -  whose 
man  that  they  broke  his 
leg 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  conjunctions  which  the 


pupils  showed  themselves  unable  to  use 


and  (3) 
as  (4) 
because  (2) 
before 
but  (3) 


how 

so  \ 
than  (3) 

that  (3) 

when  (8) 


correctly: 

where  (2) 

while 

who 

whoever  (2) 
whose 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  some  of  the  errors 


in  this  class: 
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I  called  my  brother  so  he  killed  the  thief. 

When  I  came  to  the  horse  with  the  harness  and  he 
gave  me  such  a  kick  that  I  fell  down. 

Soon  as  the  boy  kicked  the  football  it  fell  on  my 
head. 

The  teacher  said  we  might  go  and  play  for  that  we 
had  cleaned  the  yard. 

My  friend  held  me  up  for  that  I  would  not  fall. 

I  watched  it  in  order  it  would  not  burn. 

I  ran  away  from  it  that  it  wouldn»t  bite  me. 

When  I  came  close  to  it  so  it  began  to  sing. 

So  I  hope  you  enjoyed  it  too. 

No  sooner  I  had  started  I  fell  down. 

The  first  thing  as  I  remember  is  that  the  boys 
went  to  the  barn. 

They  wanted  so  I  would  play  with  them. 

I  wished  if  I  could  learn  to  ride  a  bicycle. 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  about  all  what  I  did  on 
Sunday . 

As  we  came  there  we  got  into  the  boat. 

After  I  was  harnessing  the  horses  I  was  very  careful. 

The  man  had  a  hole  in  his  head  was  about  as  big  as 
a  finger. 

Who  was  first  he  got  a  dime. 


CHAPTER  XV 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  ARRANGEMENT 
Difficulties  under  this  heading  are  due  to  lack  of 
certainty  as  to  which  phrase  or  modifier  should  come  first  in 
a  series.  The  fact  that  the  modifier  should  in  most  cases  be 


close  to  the  word  modified  is  not  appreciated.  Again,  in 
English,  there  are  certain  orders  of  words  that  have  been  set 
by  custom.  In  Ukrainian,  the  arrangement  of  the  words  in  the 
sentence  does  not  affect  the  meaning  of  the  sentence.  The 


verbs  are  all  conjugated  as  in  Latin  and  each  noun  has  its 
case  ending  which  "brands”  its  meaning.  The  order  of  words 
is  of  little  importance  in  Ukrainian  and  the  pupils  have 
difficulty  in  seeing  why  it  should  be  of  importance  in 
English.  The  following  lists  show  the  kinds  of  errors: 

Adjectives 


car  was  broken  all  up 
pulled  all  us  out 
of  a  color  black  and  white 
we  went  both  to  school 
his  front  right  wheel 
a  full  mouth  of  water 
a  full  nose  and  mouth 
of  water 


a  gray  large  cat 

It  was  at  the  top  very 
narrow. 

put  it  nearly  on 
everybody 

The  school  children  were 
only  present. 

Only  she  could  see  dust. 


Adjectival  phrases 
one  thing  was  about  it 

boys  and  girls  at  the  party  about  my  age 

One  man  killed  five  people  by  the  name  of  Dvernichuk. 

got  her  bone  cracked  in  her  foot 

Adverbs 

How  are  you  getting  there  along? 

came  home  back 

I  either  couldn’t  stand. 

made  last  Friday  a  party 

saw  not  a  very  large  dark  figure 

which  once  I  had 

Since  I  did  not  fall  at  all. 
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Adverblal  phrases 
fine  to  bake  for  me 

pay  five  cents  for  the  rest  of  the  day  to  skate 

Object 

gave  them  to  eat  my  cakes 


Prepositions 


about  at  twelve  o* clock  about 
about  at  the  same  rate  about 
about  by  four  o’clock  about 
about  for  a  month  (2)  about 
about  for  four  weeks  about 
about  for  half -past  one 


for  one  day 
for  a  week 
for  two  hours 
in  fifteen  minutes 
in  four  weeks 


Subjects 

no  sooner  I  had  started 

heard  it  from  my  father  that  happened 


Time  series 

On  Dec.  23,  Tuesday,  1930,  in  the  evening 

about  a  month  ago,  in  the  afternoon,  about  four  o’clock 

every  ten  or  five  minutes 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  some  of  the  errors 


listed  above: 

I  had  a  full  mouth  of  water.  (U) 

I  looked  and  saw  not  a  very  large  dark  figure. 
About  at  twelve  o’clock  we  had  dinner. 

I  was  not  able  to  walk  about  for  a  month. 

About  in  fifteen  minutes  we  got  to  the  gate. 


CHAPTER  XVI 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  AGREEMENT  AND  NUMBER 

\ 

Some  of  the  errors  in  this  class  are  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  pupils  do  not  clearly  know  that  there 
are  two  forms,  singular  and  plural.  In  other  instances,  the 
pupil  has  not  seen  that  there  must  be  agreement  in  number 
between  the  different  parts  of  the  sentence.  Some  errors 


are  probably  due  to  slips.  The  following  lists  show  the 
kinds  of  errors  with  examples: 

Noun  with  modifier 


different  kind  of  fruit 

every  kinds 

a  few  line 

two  horse 

three  wagon 

ten  boy 

ten  girl 

«■  Object  with 
we  were  catching  apple 
many  boys  have  a  bicycle 
cattle  was  feeding  itself 


two  week 
our  mouth 
their  mother 
body  of  the  cars 
some  other  man  took  their 
cars 


subject 

a  car  was  bumping  each 
other 

most  of  the  children  gave 
a  present 


Subject  with  complement 
these  is  my  first  letter 


Verb  with  singular  subject 


When  Sunday  come 
the  pig  do 
she  fly  away 
he  get 

this  bird  are  not  big 
teacher  are 
she  know 
she  like 


it  stay 
our  sled  were 
somebody  talk 
I  were  (3) 
car  were 

hole  which  were  not  there 
before 

one  of  the  tire  were  flat 


The  following  sentences  illustrate  some  of  the  errors 


listed  above: 

Most  of  the  children  gave  presents  to  their  mother. 
Many  boys  in  this  town  have  a  bicycle. 

When  I  were  approaching  Edmonton  I  saw  the  great 
buildings. 
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The  pig  do  as  I  tell  it. 

We  has  a  nice  rink. 

Two  horse  has  only  one  year. 

This  bird  are  not  very  big. 

There  was  three  wagon  and  six  cars. 
It  always  stay  here. 


CHAPTER  XVII 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  PRONOUNS 
The  errors  under  this  heading  are  due  to  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  exact  meanings  of  the  various  pronouns 
and  to  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  when  to  use  them.  Another 
source  of  difficulty  is  that  in  Ukrainian  nouns  have  gender. 
’When  the  pupils  translate  into  English  the  pronouns  standing 
for  these  nouns  often  retain  their  gender.  It  might  also  be 
noted  that,  in  Ukrainian,  when  one  speaks  of  his  senior 
the  word  "they”  is  used,  as  in  the  sentence:  They  (father) 
were  not  at  home.  Following  is  a  list  of  pronouns  with 
which  the  pupils  had  difficulty: 


anyone 
him  (3) 
his 
I  (3) 


it  (5) 
me 

myself  (3) 
that 


they  (2) 
who 
you 
your 


In  the  following  list  the  first  word  was  used  when 
the  second  one  would  have  been  correct  or  have  been  better: 


who  -  anyone 
your  -  his 
myself  -  I  (3) 


him  -  it  (3) 
it  -  that 
it  -  they 


Pronouns  used  unnecessarily 
My  brother  saw  me  how  I  started, 
which  our  cousins  received  them  with  pleasure 
that  they  are  made 
glad  to  see  you  that  you  came  (U) 

The  following  sentences  illustrate  some  of  the  errors 


listed  above: 

I  put  it  in  the  oven  and  myself  went  out  to  play.  (U) 

I  got  a  bicycle  but  I  could  not  learn  to  ride  him. 

("bicycle”  is  masculine  in  Ukrainian.) 

It  will  be  all  for  this  time. 

We  make  things  that  they  are  made  from  old  clothes. 

A  big  truck  was  riding  to  Willingdon  and  I  went  on  him. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII 


DIFFICULTIES  WITH  NEGATIVES 

The  difficulties  here  are  mostly  due  to  translation 
from  the  Ukrainian.  The  double  negative  such  as,  "Nobody 
didnTt  see  me"  is  correct  in  Ukrainian.  A  long  list  of 
such  expressions  has  been  omitted  from  this  tabulation  as 
such  expressions  are  commonly  used  among  children  who  speak 
only  English.  The  group  "Negative  for  positive"  shows 
sentences  all  of  which  would  be  nearly  correct  in  Ukrainian. 

The  group  "Positive  for  negative"  is  made  up  of  sentences 
which  are  incorrect  as  a  result  of  the  general  haziness  in  the 
minds  of  the  pupils  as  to  the  correct  method  of  handling 
sentences  containing  negative  statements.  The  following  lists 
show  the  kinds  of  errors  and  examples: 

Negative  for  positive 

I  was  afraid  that  Mother  wouldn»t  give  me  a  licking. 

I  was  afraid  not  to  fall  down. 

I  was  afraid  so  I  wouldn»t  get  a  spanking  from  Mother. 

I  fell  not  many  a  time. 

I  was  scared  not  to  fall. 

I  was  scared  that  the  horse  would  not  kick  me. 

(These  are  not  word  for  word  translations  from 
the  Ukrainian,  but  do  show  evidence  that  the 
writer  was  thinking  in  Ukrainian.) 


"nor"  for  "neither" 

They  came  to  help  but  nor  could  they  push  it  out. 

Positive  for  negative 
It  was  cold  and  could  find  shelter. 

I  did  care  of  falling. 

Sometimes  I  had  but  it  was  often. 

I  have  anything  to  write. 

They  were  thankful  that  they  were  killed. 
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